
 
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) 

 
Consultation on development of strategy for engagement of health sector 

To be held 4-5 February 2010, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
 

Preparatory questionnaire 
 

 
SAICM is a unique multi-sector initiative providing a policy framework to guide efforts to achieve the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation goal that, by 2020, chemicals will be produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts 
on human health and the environment.  In its Resolution II/8 the Conference requested the SAICM secretariat to develop, in 
consultation with the World Health Organization (WHO), a strategy for strengthening the engagement of the health sector in 
SAICM implementation.  The strategy would be formally considered at the third session of the Conference.   
 
A consultation will be held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 4-5 February 2010 to develop a draft strategy to strengthen the 
engagement of the health sector in the implementation of the Strategic Approach.  Ahead of this consultation participants are 
requested to answer a limited number of questions aimed at obtaining a clearer picture of how the Strategic Approach is seen 
by the health sector and to garner ideas for how engagement might be improved.  

 
The preparatory questions will be added to the Strategic Approach website (www.saicm.org) to inform readers about the 
development of the strategy.  National focal points will encouraged by the secretariat to bring the  planned consultation to the 
attention of colleagues in the health sector in their countries and to encourage them to also provide answers to the preparatory 
questionnaire.  

 
Your assistance is kindly requested in providing preliminary information on the questions provided overleaf.   This 
information will be used to help inform the development of the strategy. To encourage frankness, responses are understood to 
be made on a personal and informal basis and will not be attributed as an official position unless this is specifically indicated.   
A summary of responses obtained will be compiled by the secretariat ahead of the consultation and made available on the 
SAICM website.  

 
Responses should be sent by email to  lesley.onyon@unep.org  or by fax +41 22 797 3460  

To arrive no later than 11 January 2010. 
 
 

http://www.saicm.org/
mailto:lesley.onyon@unep.org
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Questionnaire to provide preparatory information for the development of 
the strategy for strengthening the engagement of the health sector in 

SAICM implementation 
 
 
Identity of respondent: (Name , contact telephone number and email)  
Ingrid Eckerman Ingrid.eckerman@lakareformiljon.se  +46 (0)8 600 15 56 
Organization : Swedish Doctors for the Environment (LfM) www.lakareformiljon.se  
Country: Sweden 
 
This answer is on behalf of The Swedish Medical Association (SLF) 
http://www.slf.se/templates/Page.aspx?id=2033 which is a member of WMA (World Medical Association). 
Contact person: Tomas Hedmark tomas.hedmark@slf.se  
 
 
1. 

 
Is your organization part of the health-sector?  If, so what is its main function and scope of 
activities?  What is your role in the organization? 
 
LfM is independent of the tax financed health care (which is around 99% of Swedish health care).  
 
The purpose of LfM is to promote a development of society that leads to good living conditions and health 
for today's and tomorrow's generations, nationally as well as globally. LfM wants to quicken the 
development towards a socially, economically and ecologically sustainable society. We want to support 
this development through 
- bringing forward scientifically founded principles and knowledge about connections between 
environmental factors and health; 
- bringing forward that the human being, being a part of nature, is dependant of healthy eco systems that 
can provide us with air, water and food of sufficient amount and quality.  
 
Main areas in 2009: pharmaceuticals in the environment; climate changes and health. 
Activities: Seminars, newsletter, website www.lakareformiljon.se, lectures. 
I am the president. 
 
The Swedish Medical Association (SLF), with which we cooperate, is the union and professional 
organisation for medical practitioners. It has adopted two environmental questions: climate change and 
health, and chemicals including pharmaceuticals. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
Are you or your organization involved in SAICM implementation in your country/region? If there 
is no involvement, please indicate your level of awareness of SAICM’s objectives and operating 
procedures (high, medium, low, not aware). 
 
LfM and SLF: No. Low. 
 

 
3. 

 
What is the general level of importance attached to sound chemicals management by the health 
sector in your country?   What examples can you identify of engagement by the health sector in 
activities regarding chemicals management by the health sector itself.  If activities exist, are these 
related to specific policies in other areas?  
 
• Every county council (that are financing the health care) has an environment policy including 

chemicals (including pharmaceuticals), and they are working hard on this issue.  
• Region Vastra Gotaland: se http://www.gronkemi.nu/start_eng.html. Policies are found here.   
• Stockholm County Council has done an impressing work on pharmaceuticals, specially on 

environmental classification. You find links at http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/ . The 
environmental policy programme is found here. Chemicals are included in the planning of “New 
Karolinska” hospital. Read here.  

• LIF - the research-based pharmaceutical industry in Sweden, is one of the partners on environmental 
classification. See http://www.fass.se/LIF/miljo_splash/index_en.jsp  

• Since many years, there are national and regional systems of collecting pharmaceutical residues and 
destroying them. The pharmacies collect from the citizens. 

• Mercury is phased out from the health care (including dental) sector many years ago. 
• PVC is more or less phased out. 

mailto:Ingrid.eckerman@lakareformiljon.se
http://www.lakareformiljon.se/
http://www.slf.se/templates/Page.aspx?id=2033
mailto:tomas.hedmark@slf.se
http://www.lakareformiljon.se/
http://www.gronkemi.nu/start_eng.html
http://www.vgregion.se/Regionkansliet/Tillvaxt--Utveckling/Miljoarbete-i-Vastra-Gotaland/Environmental-Development-/
http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/
http://www.sll.se/sll/templates/NormalPage.aspx?id=652
http://www.nyakarolinskasolna.se/en/The-New-Hospital/Environment/
http://www.fass.se/LIF/miljo_splash/index_en.jsp
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• Batteries are collected nationwide for at least 15 years. 
• Globes of all kind are collected. 
• Electronic waste of all kind is collected. “Green criterias” when purchasing. 
• Several county councils are members of Health Care Without Harm (HCWH). 
• See also links at http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/ . 
 

 
 
4. 

 
Please identify any specific policies, processes or other mechanisms for raising awareness of SAICM 
or sound chemicals management in the health sector at the national level (e.g. National Focal Points, 
networks, multi-stakeholder groups, websites, published materials, etc.). 
 
• See above and http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/  
• KemI, the Swedish Chemicals Agency www.kemi.se  
• The Environmental Objectives Portal http://www.miljomal.nu/Environmental-Objectives-Portal/  
• The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency http://www.swedishepa.se/en/In-English/Menu/  
• The Swedish Environmental Management Council (SEMCo) http://www.msr.se/en/ Planning a 

seminar “Substitute more”.  
• The National Substitution Group 

http://www.msr.se/en/Upphandling/Kemikalier/Substitutionsgruppen/  
• The Uppsala County Council had a seminar for all staff about chemicals (including silver and 

nanosubstances) in health care, and pointed out alternatives. 
• Many hospitals and other health care organisations have had seminars on pharmaceuticals and 

environment. 
• It is common with environmental representatives at each department or clinic. 
• Environmental demands are included in purchasing and other agreements between the county council 

and the producer. 
 

 
5. 

 
From a health sector perspective, what have been the greatest benefits for your 
organization/country from being engaged in SAICM (e.g. enhanced information and awareness, 
improved communication and coordination, access to international funding, etc.)?   
 
LfM is not directly involved, only indirectly via ISDE and HCWH. These two organisations have  
promoted a way for us to introduce the issue on pharmaceuticals in the environment. 
 
SLF has newly started the cooperation with LfM. 
 
KemI is the main partner in Sweden. 
 

 
6. 

 
Are there any parts of the health sector (e.g. government, private sector, health care workers, 
patient groups, hospitals, insurers, employers, others?) that have shown special interest in SAICM? 
What mechanisms are in place to facilitate communication and/or coordination between them?  In 
this context, please also identify parts of the health sector that could potentially take more a more 
active interest. 
 
The three largest county councils, Stockholm, Skåne and Västra Götaland, are the most active ones, but 
the smaller ones are following.  As far as I know, they are cooperating with KemI (the Swedish Chemical 
Agency). 
 
SKL, the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions http://www.swedishepa.se/en/In-
English/Menu/  should take a more active interest. This is the umbrella organisation for the county 
councils and municipalities. 
 
Private (tax financed) producers of health care are often not as active as the ones owned by the county 
councils. But all must be environmentally certificated. 
 
Health Promoting Hospitals Health Services should include environment in their policy and work and 
cooperate with HCWH (Health Care Without Harm). It would be very natural that pharmaceuticals would 
be one of the important issues for this network.  
 

 
7. 

 
What do you consider to be the greatest challenge/s and barriers in implementing SAICM in the 
health sector in your country?  Examples might include issues relating to awareness and training, 
human and financial capacity constraints, policies, regulations, institutions etc. 
 

http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/
http://www.dnsy.se/lfm/In_English/
http://www.kemi.se/
http://www.miljomal.nu/Environmental-Objectives-Portal/
http://www.swedishepa.se/en/In-English/Menu/
http://www.msr.se/en/
http://www.msr.se/en/Upphandling/Kemikalier/Substitutionsgruppen/
http://www.swedishepa.se/en/In-English/Menu/
http://www.swedishepa.se/en/In-English/Menu/


 4

That Sweden is a part of EU. Often we want to go further than EU but we are not allowed to do that.  
 
EU did not include pharmaceuticals in REACH. Now is the challenge to get environment effects included 
in “pharmacovigilance” and “risk”. 
 

 
8 

 
What specific concrete measures (policies, activities, etc.) would you suggest for increasing the level 
of participation by the health sector in the advancement of sound chemicals management? 
Please cite two or three examples where possible.  Please describe briefly  
 
• Common recognition of pharmaceuticals as chemicals, with negative effects on environment, and 

possible indirect negative effects on human health. 
• Pharmaceuticals should be included in the work of SAICM. 
• In the EU pharmaceutical package, environmental effects must be included in “pharmacovigilance” 

and “risk”. 
• Information to all health care staff as well as stakeholders about pharmaceuticals and environment. 
• Harder regulations from EU concerning all chemicals is important. Nanosubstances must be 

regulated. Pharmaceuticals should be under the chemical regulations. 
• The environmental effects of pharmaceuticals must be included in all county council’s lists of 

recommended pharmaceuticals. 
• The hygien people must work together with the environmental people on cleaning methods using as 

little and as harmless chemicals at possible. 
• Chemicals, including silver and nanosubstances, must be included properly in all purchasing 

agreements. 
 

 
In preparation for the consultation itself  
 
 
Y/N 

 
Do you have background materials that you consider relevant to inform the development of the 
strategy? 
 
A paper on pharmaceuticals and environment developed for ISDE but not yet adopted. 
Otherwise, se the links above.  
 

 
Y/N 

 
Would you like to inform the consultation of any relevant activity/case study that you consider 
relevant to the development of the strategy?  If so please describe briefly. 
 
Someone from LfM might have possibility to participate and talk about pharmaceuticals, depending on 
financing. 
 

 


